
A PARTIAL LIST OF BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER SERVICES AND 
RITES WHICH MAY BE LAY LED

1. All Daily Offices: Morning, Evening, Noonday Prayer, Compline, 
An Order of Worship for the Evening and Daily Devotions for 
Individuals and Families 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) pp. 36-146.

2. The Great Litany BCP pp. 148-155.

3. The traditional Lenten beginnings of the Eucharist: 
A. An Exhortation BCP p. 316-317, 
B. The Decalogue BCP pp. 317-318/350, 
C. A Penitential Order BCP 319-321/ 351-353. 

(Note the rubrics on p. 316, 321 and p. 353)  

4. Special Services for Holy Days: 
A. Ash Wednesday  BCP p. 264-269 
B. Palm Sunday  BCP p. 270-273 
C. Maundy Thursday BCP p. 274-275  
D. Good Friday BCP p. 276-282 
E. Holy Saturday  BCP p. 283.

5. The Easter Vigil BCP p. 284  “In the absence of a bishop of priest, a 
deacon or lay reader may lead the first two parts of the service, the 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and the Ministry of the Word of the Vigil 
Eucharist, concluding with the Prayers of the People, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Dismissal. ”

6. A Thanksgiving for the Birth or Adoption of a Child BCP p. 439-445.

7. The Reconciliation of a Penitent BCP pp. 446-452.  

8. Ministration to the Sick - note that the laity may anoint.  See Enriching 
Our Worship 2 pp. 24-25 for the enabling rubrics.

9. Ministration at the Time of Death BCP pp. 462-465.

10.  The Vigil Service for the Deceased BCP p. 465-466.



11. The Burial of the Dead  BCP pp. 468- 507

12. An Outline of the Faith - when used as a service.  See page 844 BCP 
for the relevant rubric.

13. The Renewal of Baptismal Vows   

14.  Although not strictly services, laity need to know how to use the 
Lectionary and the calendar of the Church Year to understand the resources 
for worship provided for them in the BCP and its supplemental material.

15.  The Hymnal 1982 and its supplements.  Remember that hymn singing 
is a lay part of any service and is, in my judgment, far more than mere 
decoration.  At St. Hilda’s the singing parts of the liturgy are completely 
under the direction of the laity. The Hymnal not only provides resources for 
a number of the services listed above but is also useful for private devotion.

Nota Bene: Reception of pre-consecrated bread and wine. 

Technically speaking this is not a service or rite, but could be an element of 
several services.  At present it is not legal in the Episcopal Church except 
under the special circumstances of lay Eucharistic Ministers to the sick and 
shut in.  The idea of lay administration from the reserved sacrament as a 
regular part of a congregation’s life tends to scare bishops and priests to 
death.  I hope they get over it.  The justifications usually given I find 
unconvincing, based as they frequently are on the inability of the laity to 
tell the spiritual difference between administration of preconsecrated 
elements and a full service of Holy Communion.  If they cannot tell the 
difference the only reason is that they have not been instructed in it, and 
who is responsible for that?  It is an area being actively explored in some 
sections of the Roman Catholic Church.  We need to begin thinking 
carefully about it.  Numerous patterns have historical precedent from the 
consecration of local clergy licensed only to celebrate to the early medieval 
papal pattern of a single consecration with numerous centers in the suburbs 
of Rome for the administration of the elements in different church 
buildings.

If the holy Eucharist is the central act of worship for the Episcopal Church 
it becomes the responsibility of the church as a whole to do everything in its 



power to see to it that the benefits of such worship are available to all 
congregations no matter what their size.
 


